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Message From The Principal: 
Dear Students: 

The course selection process is an excellent opportunity for you to both explore and prepare yourself for the paths you are 
considering after high school. You may have already identified a passion that you want to shape a career around; by taking a 
related course you may either confirm that passion or realize it isn't what you thought it was. Regardless, that's the type of 
learning you want to experience now versus after high school. I encourage you to thoughtfully consider enrollments that give 
you more information for your future as well as possess the necessary rigor to prepare you for post-secondary education. 
Likewise, talk with your parents and your current teachers to get additional input about course sequences that will best serve 
you. 

PLEASE NOTE: Due to factors such as low enrollment, some courses described in this booklet may not be offered. 

Sincerely, 

Jared Schaffner 
Principal 

School District of Onalaska Compliance Statement 
No person may be denied admission to any public school or be denied participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be 
discriminated against in any curricular, extracurricular, pupil services, recreational, or other program or activity because of the 
person's sex, race, national origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual orientation or physical, 
mental, emotional, or learning disability. 
S. 118.13, Wisconsin Statutes ' 
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REGISTRATION PROCEDURE 

1. Please make your course selections very carefully. The classes you register for determine what courses will be offered 
as well as staff and material needs for the next school year. 

2. Students and parents should discuss course choices using this Course Description Booklet. Teachers, counselors and 
peers are also an excellent resource for additional information about courses. 

3. Freshmen and sophomores must register for a minimum of 7 classes each semester. Juniors and seniors must register 
for a minimum of 6 classes each semester. 

4. Students should rank order their elective choices. 
5. Students should enter course selections in PowerSchool, using directions provided in class and on the course selection 

sheet. 
6. Limited schedule corrections will be made by Student Services. Schedules will NOT be changed for lunch requests, to 

accommodate a desired hour for a study hall/commons/340 or for teacher preferences. 
7. Students have up to five (5) school days at the start of each semester to drop a class without an "F" grade assigned. 
8. Please note, fees listed with course descriptions are from the 2018-2019 school year. Updated fees will be determined in 

the summer of 2019. 

GRADUATION HONORS DESCRIPTIONS 
OHS Honors Student: 

Graduate with the cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher through eight (8) semesters of high school. 

OHS High Honors Student: 
Must be an Honors student and successfully complete at least one Honors course in three (3) of the four (4) core 
areas (math, science, English, social studies), and must successfully complete at least one (1) Honors course from 
elective areas. 

OHS Highest Honors Student: 
Must be an Honors student and successfully complete at least one Honors course in each of the four (4) core 
areas (math, science, English, social studies). Additionally, students must successfully complete at least two (2) 
Honors courses from two (2) different subject elective areas. An extra Honors course within the core areas may be 
used if only one course can be completed in elective areas. 

The following criteria apply to any Honors designated course: 
• Core classes must be at least one credit (unless it's an AP course). 
• Extra time on coursework will be required outside of the classroom 
• Will be taught at an accelerated pace 
• Bloom's Taxonomy applied to thinking, reading & writing with focus on analysis, synthesis & evaluation 

o Knowledge: recalling facts, memorizing information 
o Comprehension: demonstrating understanding, paraphrasing, summarizing 
o Application: using information to solve problems, making connections & how they apply 
o Analysis: examining & breaking information into parts, making inferences, finding evidence for support, 

determining logic 
o Synthesis: compiling information in a different way by combining elements in a new pattern or proposing 

alternative solutions 
o Evaluation: presenting and defending opinions by making judgments about information, validity of ideas or 

quality of work 
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OHS Standard Diploma Courses and Credits 
Board policy 5512 - OHS requires 24 credits to earn a standard diploma. 

For a standard diploma, the following are required: 

ENGLISH 4.0 credits 
English 9 (or Accelerated) 
English 10 (or Accelerated) 
English 11 (or AP Language & Composition) 
English electives 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
United States History (or Accelerated) 
World History & Geography or (AP World History) 
American Government 
Social Issues 
Economics (or AP Macro/Microeconomics) 
Social Studies elective 

1.0 credit 
1.0 credit 
1.0 credit 
1.0 credit 

4.0 credits 
1.0 credit 
1.0 credit 
0.5 credit 
0.5 credit 
0.5 credit 
0.5 credit 

Students cam take one full year of AP United States Government and Politics instead of one semester of American 
Government and one semester of Social Issues. 
oS fpgdents can take Business and Personal Finance instead of AP Microeconomics, AP Macroeconomics, or 
Economics, but must complete 4.0 total credits of social studies. 

SCIENCE 3.0 credits 
Biology 
Physical Science or Chemistry 1 
Science elective 

1.0 credit 
1.0 credit 
1.0 credit 

MATHEMATICS 3.0 credits 
Math electives 
Note: Four-year colleges require Algebra 1, Geometry and Algebra 2 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
PE9 
Wellness PE Lab 
PE electives 

HEALTH 
Wellness 
General Health 
First Aid/CPR/AED 

0.5 credit 
0.25 credit 
1.0 credit 

1.0 credits 
0.25 credit 
0.5 credit 

0.25 credit 

ELECTIVE COURSES 

1.75 credits 

Z.25 credits 

TOTAL = 24 Credits 
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ACADEMIC AND CAREER PLANS 
All OHS students come into high school with an Academic and Career Plan (ACP). Students take assessments and learn 
about how their interests and skills can be matched to find potential careers. Eighth grade students share this information 
with their parents and high school counselor in a Student Transition and Academic Review (STAR) Conference. Once in high 
school, students are challenged to think of their ACP goals and apply their learning, course selections and clubs/activities 
toward progress in these goals. OHS staff encourages students to be actively involved in the four-step decision-making 
process by offering opportunities for growth and exploration. 

Four Step Decision-Making Process 
1. Know Yourself 
2. Know Your Options 
3. Decide 
4. Prepare 

ACP-related activities at OHS include: 
Know·Explore ·Plan·Go! 

School District of 
Onalaska 

•••••••••••••••••••• 

• Key career concepts incorporated into curriculum 
• College, military and workplace tours 
• Use of the career and college website Career Cruising 
• Use of Inspire within Career Cruising to foster collaboration with local business people through discussion boards 

and work-based learning activities 
• Academy, college and online courses 
• Individual Grade 11 STAR Conference with guardian(s), student and school counselor 

Academic & 
Career Planning 

See more about the School District of Onalaska's Academic and Career Planning for students at 
https://www.onalaska k 12 wi.us/parents/academic-and-career-planning.cfm. 

CAREER CRUISING 
All OHS students have access to the career and college website called Career Cruising. There is no separate log in needed - 
students simply access through their PowerSchool account. 

1. Go to the Onalaska High School webpage, click the PS on the top right of the screen. Log into your PowerSchool 
student account (not your parent's account). 

2. Click the fly-out icon [ ': in the upper right corner. Click the blue link for Career Cruising. 
3. Type in your Onalaska email address twice. 

4. Click the check box ~ to agree to terms, and submit. 

Students can use Career Cruising for a variety of activities. 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Take assessments such as 
o Matchmaker - interest/career 
o My Skills - skills/career (must finish Matchmaker first to gain access to this) 
o Learning Styles Inventory- how you learn/study tips 
o Ability Profiler- academic skills (see Mrs. Gamoke for access) 

Explore careers and career clusters 
Post on discussion boards with local business people through Inspire in Career Cruising 
Request job shadows and other work-based learning opportunities with local business people through Inspire in 
Career Cruising 
Search college options 
Complete a resume 

Career Cruising will be transitioning to the name xel lo 
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INTERESTED IN COLLEGE? 
Preparing to attend a college or university is a serious task. Many universities and technical colleges are increasingly 
selective in accepting students, so taking the right courses in high school can increase your likelihood of success. 

Students need to be actively involved in the career decision-making process during high school. Selecting a college with 
programs that match student's career plans will help to improve success after high school. Applications to colleges are sent 
during the fall of the senior year. Students have a STAR Conference in their junior year to help plan for this process. 

Four Year Colleges & Universities 
Wisconsin state universities each have specific requirements for admission. If students follow the University of Wisconsin 
System requirements, they will meet most other college admissions criteria. 

The following are admissions requirements as determined by the University of Wisconsin System - please note 
these are minimum admission requirements: 

4 years of English 
3 years of math, including Algebra 1, Geometry, and Algebra 2 
3 years of lab sciences 
3 years of social studies 
2 years of electives in above areas or world language, fine arts, or other academic or vocational areas 

NOTE: A number of colleges and universities require 2 years of a single world language. Check your colleges of interest for 
admission requirements. 

RECIPROCITY: The reciprocity agreement between Minnesota and Wisconsin allows our students to attend a public 
Minnesota college or university without paying out-of-state tuition. Students who qualify pay for coursework at in-state tuition 
rates. Complete the application online at http://heab.state.wi.us/programs.html. 

Technical & Two-Year Colleges 
Technical colleges offer specialized training for specific skills and can also be used to complete a minimal number of general 
studies credits for universities. There are testing requirements and/or specific required courses necessary for admission to 
most technical college programs. There is a misconception that technical colleges are easier or are a backup choice. 
In fact, many technical college programs offer tremendous marketability and earning power. They may require 
higher-level technological or math skills than four-year universities in order to successfully complete the programs. 
Search the video "Success in the New Economy" by Kevin Fleming for more information. 

UW-Colleges, Wisconsin Technical Colleges and Minnesota community/technical colleges offer students two choices. Some 
students will attend up to two years, possibly earn an associate degree, and enter the workforce. Other students will begin at 
one of these schools in order to transfer to a four-year college. Students wishing to begin at a two-year college and then 
transfer should consider the Guaranteed Transfer Program available in the UW College System. Students pursuing the 
transfer choice should communicate this to their college advisor. 

Military Academy and ROTC Opportunities 
Military academy educational opportunities include the Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard and Merchant Marine. All 
branches of the military service also offer Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC} scholarships. Students should begin 
exploring and planning for these options by second semester of their junior year. 

For more information on careers and options after high school, go to the OHS Student Services website 
at https://www.onalaska.k12.wi.us/schools/high/students/index.cfm or log into Career Cruising via your 
student PowerSchool account. 
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TESTING OPPORTUNITIES 
College Admission Tests 
ACT - The ACT is the preferred admissions test of most four-year colleges and universities and is given to all juniors each 
spring at no cost per state requirement. The test is also offered on Saturday mornings seven times throughout the year in 
addition to the required spring test. Students take a practice ACT in the fall of the junior year. Subject areas include English, 
Reading, Math, Science Reasoning and optional Writing. Few colleges and universities require the Writing portion of the ACT; 
you can find these on our website under FAQ's Assessment Schedule. The cost for taking the test during the 2018-19 school 
year was $50.50 or $67 with Writing. Fee waivers are available; see your counselor for more information. Juniors needing to 
retake the ACT should plan to take the April or June ACT and should register online at www.actstudent.org. 

SAT- The SAT is the preferred admissions test of some selective private schools and certain colleges on the east and west 
coasts. Students considering selective schools need to be aware of their specific test requirements. The SAT is offered on 
Saturday mornings seven times throughout the year. Test content is designed to measure math, reading and writing skills. 
Test registration information is available at www.collegeboard.com. 

Other Tests/Assessments 
Accuplacer- The Accuplacer is a computer-based assessment used by the Wisconsin Technical College system. This test 
is offered to juniors and seniors at OHS during the fall and spring, or at Western Technical College daily. The Accuplacer 
includes subtests in writing, reading, and math (including pre-algebra and algebra). The cost is $25. 

ACT ASPIRE {Grade 9/10 Pre-ACT) - The ACT ASPIRE is given in the spring for freshmen and sophomores at no cost. 
This test is required by the state. Subject areas are the same as the ACT test. ASPIRE gives students feedback on the areas 
that may need improvement; students will have their scores interpreted, and will receive an estimate of what their ACT score 
might be in their junior year. 

Advanced Placement {AP) -Advanced Placement tests are given in May to students enrolled in AP coursework, and can 
allow them to earn college credit depending on their performance. Scores on AP tests range from 1-5. Different colleges and 
universities will award credit for different scores on AP exams. Any student who feels they are prepared to pass out of a 
college class can take an AP exam. The cost in 2018-19 was $94. Students register and pay the fee in Student Services. 

Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB)- The ASVAB is offered in the spring to interested juniors and 
seniors. Students considering military options after school must take the ASVAB. In addition, the test includes a unique 
career assessment that any student can use in the career selection process. Any student can take the ASVAB test, whether 
interested in the military or not. 

Civics Test- This test includes identical questions as the test taken by people applying for US citizenship. All juniors 
prepare and take this free exam during (AP) Government. Passing the Civics Test with a 65/100 or higher is required for 
graduation in the state of Wisconsin. 

Forward Social Studies Exam- The Forward exam is given to all sophomores in the spring. This test is required by the 
state and there is no cost. 

Matchmaker- Matchmaker is given to all sophomores by Student Services through the Career Cruising website. This 
personal assessment is valuable in determining interests, which then are matched to potential career choices. The Career 
Cruising website is free and accessed through PowerSchool. 

Pre-SAT (PSAT)- The PSAT is offered in October. This test is good preparation for either the SAT or ACT. Juniors with very 
high PSAT scores may qualify for National Merit and other selective scholarship consideration. Students with a high class 
rank or those who are very good at taking standardized tests may be interested. Cost is approximately $16. Students register 
and pay the fee in Student Services. 

UW System Early Placement Tests {EPT}-Almost all colleges and universities will require students to take a 
placement test before registering for classes in their first year. The University of Wisconsin system developed a pretest to 
give high school students practice for placement tests and an estimate of how they may score and be placed in college 
courses. Seniors can choose to take a Math and/or English Early Placement Test for free in fall. Sign up in Student Services. 

7 



Unique Educational Opportunities 
Honors Classes (H) 
See page 4 for Honors course criteria. Onalaska High School offers the following 35 Honors classes: 

Accounting 3 (H) 
Anatomy & Physiology (H) 
AP Biology (H) 
AP Calculus AB (H) 
AP Calculus BC (H) 
AP Chemistry (H) 
AP English Lit & Composition (H) 
AP French Language & Culture (H) 
AP Language & Composition (H) 
AP Macroeconomics (H) 
AP Microeconomics (H) 
AP Physics 1 (H) 

AP Physics 2 (H) 
AP Psychology (H) 
AP Spanish Language & Culture (H) 
AP Statistics (H) 
AP Studio Art (H) 
AP US Government & Politics (H) 
AP World History (H) 
Chemistry 2 (H) 
Child Development (H) 
Concert Band/Wind Ensemble (H) 
Concert Choir (H) 
French 3 Pre-AP (H) 

French 4 (H) 
International Marketing (H) 
Intro to Engineer & Design (H) 
Marketing Internship (H) 
Marketing Management (H) 
Music Theory 2 (H) 
Orchestra (H) 
Precalculus (H) 
Principles of Engineering (H) 
Spanish 3 Pre-AP (H) 
Spanish 4 (H) 
Any ECCP/SCN course 

Advanced Placement (AP) 
AP courses are college-level classes taught in high school following a specified curriculum developed by the College Board, 
university professors and high school teachers. If a student takes an AP exam in May and earns a 3 or higher (on a 5 point 
scale), most colleges will grant the student college credit for the subject. Onalaska High School offers the following 18 AP 
courses: 

AP Biology (H) 
AP Calculus AB (H) 
AP Calculus BC (H) 
AP Chemistry (H) 
AP English Lit & Composition (H) 
AP Language & Composition (H) 

AP French Language & Culture (H) 
AP Language & Composition (H) 
AP Macroeconomics (H) 
AP Microeconomics (H) 
AP Physics 1 (H) 
AP Physics 2 (H) 

English 9 
Accelerated English 9 
English 10 
Accelerated English 10 
English 11 
World Literature 
Comparative Literature (SS) 

AP Literature & Composition (H) 
US History 
Accelerated US History 
World History & Geography 
AP World History (H) 
Genocide & Holocaust Studies 
Social Issues 

AP Psychology (H) 
AP Spanish Lang & Culture {H) 
AP Statistics (H) 
AP Studio Art (H) 
AP US Government & Politics (H) 
AP World History (H) 

Upward Bound Program 
The Upward Bound program is available to high school students wishing to pursue higher education. Locally, Upward Bound 
is housed at UW-La Crosse and provides FREE tutoring, college visits, advising and a summer program to assist students in 
college preparation. Students participating in the summer program can earn one high school credit from the experience. 
Students are eligible to participate in the Upward Bound program if neither parent has a college degree OR if your family 
meets federal income guidelines. 
Details are available on the Upward Bound website at www.uwlax.edu/upbound or 608-785-8539. 

Global Education Achievement Certificate (GEAC) 
The GEAC is a recognized certificate by Wisconsin universities and colleges to indicate that a student has completed specific 
tasks related to global education. GEAC-approved global emphasis courses appear in the course description book with the 
globe symbol. One of the five strands to earn the global education achievement certificate is to complete four (4) or more 
approved courses with a B+ or better. GEAC-approved courses include: 

Biotechnology 
Chemistry 1 
Earth Science 
International Marketing (H) 
French 1 
(French 1 Pre-AP) 
Spanish 1 
Spanish 1 Pre-AP 
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Dual Credit 
Dual credit courses allow for credit(s) to be earned at Onalaska High School and one of three local colleges at the same time 
by aligning high school and college coursework to eliminate duplication while learning a skill. Completed course(s) will 
automatically appear on the OHS and college transcripts. The following OHS courses are dual credit(s): 

Accounting 3 (H) 
Ag Science Academy courses 
Business & Personal Finance 
Child Development (H) 
Computer Applications 2 
Entrepreneurship 
Health Science Academy courses 
Infant & Toddler Development 

Introduction to Business 
IT Academy courses 
Marketing Management (H) 
Ona Teacher Education Academy course 
Principles of Marketing ' 
Advanced Manufacturing Academy courses 
Certified Nursing Assistant 
Welding Technology 

Academic & Career Plan Online Course Request 
Grades 9-12 
By OHS application only - due Mar. 1, 2019 for 1st semester of the following year and Oct. 1, 2019 for 2nd semester. 
Students can pursue online course(s) through Wisconsin Virtual School or other online schools to expand their academic 
options. Requested courses may not duplicate a current OHS course offering, and must connect to the goals in the student's 
Academic and Career Plan. Approved student requests will have their tuition paid for by the School District of Onalaska. 
Students must complete the ACP Online Course Request application and meet eligibility requirements. Application may be 
obtained in Student Services or on the OHS ACP website. 

Academic & Career Plan Attendance Agreement 
Grades 9-12 
Students can qualify for ACP-excused time from school. This allows students to pursue career-related activities that may 
conflict with school days. Activity must connect to the goals in the student's Academic and Career Plan. Approved student 
requests will have attendance excused and not count towards parent-excused days. Students must complete the ACP 
Attendance Agreement prior to the ACP activity and meet eligibility requirements. Application may be obtained in Student 
Services or on the OHS ACP website. 

Early College Credit (ECCP) & Start College Now (SCN) Programs (formerly Youth Options) 
The ECCP and SCN programs allow juniors and seniors to enroll at UW-La Crosse, Viterbo University or Western Technical 
College and earn credit at Onalaska High School and the college level. Students are eligible for this program ONLY if they 
have exhausted all of the courses offered at OHS in the specified content area. Grades earned will count in your high school 
and college GPA and could affect consideration for certain scholarships including Academic Excellence and the Excellence at 
Large. All ECCP/SCN courses are considered Honors courses at Onalaska High School. Students accepted into these 
programs will have their tuition paid for by the School District of Onalaska for the approved course(s). If you wish to 
participate in either of these programs: 

1. Discuss your plans or any questions you have with your school counselor. 
2. Pick up the correct application in Student Services. 
3. Submit your completed application to Student Services by March 1, 2019 for first semester courses and October 1, 

2019 for second semester courses. 
4. Koop in mind that institutional entrance requirements apply. 
5. Remember that not all college courses are offered 1 and 2° semester. 

Western:!! . . ... .. . .. . ... . . . . .. .... g'.._ ® 
VITERBO 
UNIVERSITY 
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CAREER & TECHNICAL OPPORTUNITIES 
Contact Student Services for more information or an application for any of these opportunities. 

Mentorship 
ME01/ME02 
Grades 11-12 
By OHS application only - due Mar. 1, 2019 for 1st semester of the following year and Oct. 1, 2019 for 2nd semester 

0.5-1.0 credit per semester 

This course provides a hands-on, advanced learning experience outside the walls of the traditional classroom. Typical mentorship sites 
include K-12 schools, technical, and business settings. This course offers on-the-job experience and requires a high level of student 
responsibility. Mentorships may not occur at Gundersen or Mayo Health Systems. For healthcare opportunities, see the Scenic Rivers 
AHEC website at https://www.scenicriversahec.org/. Students are responsible for transportation to and from the mentorship site 

Certified Nursing Assistant (semester course) 
YA06 
Grades 11-12 
By Start College Now application only - due Mar. 1, 2019 
Students who successfully complete this course AND pass the State of Wisconsin exam will be awarded their Certified Nursing Assistant 
(CNA) credential. Students will receive credit from Onalaska High School and Western Technical College for this course. Students will be 
required to attend class at Western along with clinical sessions. Interested students should apply via the SCN application. Students 
approved by the school district will be required to complete Western Technical College CNA admission requirements. Timely completion of 
all requirements and paperwork are essential for securing a spot in this course. Students are responsible for transportation to and from 

0.75 Pass/Fail credit 

Western TC and the clinical sites 

Youth Apprenticeship (1- or 2-year program) 
YA 08/04 
Grades 11-12 
By OHS application only - due Mar. 1, 2019 
Youth Apprenticeship (YA) combines focused coursework with paid on-the-job training. Students are required to work a minimum of 450 
work hours and take 2 courses of related instruction for a 1-year program; 900 work hours and 4 courses of related instruction for a 2-year 
program. Typically students must be hired by a company and then apply for YA. Common high school jobs that work well with YA include 
bank teller, hotel front desk, automotive technician, CNA, retail store worker, construction laborer, veterinary aide. See the Wisconsin YA 

Up to 2.0 credits per semester 

website for specific information: https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/youthapprenticeship/. 

Career areas include: Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources; Architecture & Construction; Art, AN Technology & Communications; 
Finance; Health Science; Hospitality, Lodging & Tourism; Information Technology; Manufacturing; Marketing; Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Mathematics {STEM); Transportation, Distribution & Logistics. 

Advanced Manufacturing Academy 
(1 sem. course up to 2-year program) 
3022 
Grades 11-12 
By OHS application only- due Mar. 1, 2019 for 1st semester of the following year and Oct. 1, 2019 for 2nd semester 
Advanced Manufacturing Academy students take courses at Western Technical College focused on manufacturing and design. 
Completion of the 2-year program results in up to 3.0 OHS credits and 18 college credits. 

",\ NEW 
' 

Up to 3.0 credits 

Ag Science Academy (1- or 2-year program) 
Grades 11-12 
By Holmen HS Ag Science Academy application only - due Mar. 1, 2019 
Students will receive classroom instruction focusing on the science of agriculture, along with career exploration through job shadows, field 
trips and internships, while being mentored by agricultural professionals. Dual credit courses Plant Science and Vet Science allow for credit 
at OHS and Western Technical College. Students are responsible for transportation to and from Holmen HS 

Up to 1.5 credits per semester 
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