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Community Events District Events 
11/4 Lego Building at Onalaska Library 

11/8 Children’s Museum Inclusion Night 

11/27 Tom the turkey family workshop 

11/29 Rotary Lights begin 

Check out these sites to learn about other 

events happening this month: 

• Theparentingplace.net 

• couleeparenting.com  

• Explorelacrosse.com 

• onalaska.k12.wi.us/parents/

activitiesbyoutsideagencies 

Pre-K Family Gym Night 

• 11/21  Northern Hills Gym 6-7pm 

 

PTO Meetings (6:30-7:30) 

• Eagle Bluff– 11/12 

• Northern Hills–  

• Irving Pertzsch– 11/4 

 

WAKE Event 

• 11/7 Eagle Bluff 4-7:30pm 

Center Spotlight– Dramatic Play 
Dramatic play is an area that allows children to put them-

selves in someone else’s shoes through role playing. They 

can be anything they want, a chef, a dragon, a parent. They 

get to use their imaginations while working on important   

social skills like empathy, problem solving, and cooperative 

play. While they play they are actively experimenting with 

different social and emotional roles in life to help them build 

understanding and self regulation. 

Kids naturally gravitate towards this kind of play so it only 

takes a little encouragement to get them engaged in       

dramatic play.  You don’t need to invest a lot of time or  

money to get them engaged. It can start with something as 

simple as a cardboard box, paper, and some markers.     

Follow your child’s lead.  Feel free to use your own           

imagination and be a participant in their pretend play.  

https://www.couleeparenting.com/


November 
Book list 

How to encourage dramatic 
play at home 

Does your child have a favorite book? Try reenacting 

it! This is even easier if there is a lot of repetition or 

they know if very well. You can pick a character to 

play and then retell the story or let it take on a new life 

of its own. 

Getting ready for dinner? Turn your kitchen into a   

restaurant! You and your junior chef can make a menu 

for “customers”, work together to prepare the food, 

and then they can act as waiter to deliver the meal to 

the family. This makes a meal time a lot more fun and 

it helps your child to take responsibility for some of the 

dinner chores. They also can help bus the table after! 

Consider making a prop box to be available for        

imaginative play. Some things you could include: 

 Old Halloween costumes, clothes, hats, telephone 

 Food containers, cooking utensils, dishes, play food 

 Stuffed animals/dolls 

 Fabric pieces or blankets (for making costumes or 

forts) 

 Writing materials (for making shopping lists, leaving 

notes 

 

• The Thankful Book by 

Todd Parr 

• Bear Says Thanks by 

Karma Wilson 

• I Know an Old Lady 

Who Swallowed a Pie 

by Alison Jackson 

• Turkey Trouble        

by Wendi J. Silvano 

• The Family Book by 

Todd Parr 

• 10 Fat Turkeys        

by Tony Johnston 

• Thankful                  

by Elileen Spinellli 

• Otis and the       

Scarecrow              

by Loren Long 

• The Rabbit Listened 

by Cori Doerrfeld 

• Please Mr. Panda by 

Steve Antony 

• Stick and Stone by 

Beth Ferry 



What’s cooking?  
Cornucopia treats  

Pumpkin Pie in a cup 

• Sugar cones 

• skewer 

• Candy (candy corn, m&ms, candy  

pumpkins) or fruit (grapes, berries, 

sliced plums)  

Dampen a paper towel and squeeze out most of 

the water. Fold it in half and cover the bottom 

point of the ice cream cone with the wet paper 

towel. Microwave 20-30 seconds (You can do 2 

cones at a time). Quickly use a skewer to guide 

the point of the cone into a curl and hold for 5 

seconds. Then fill with candy or fruit. 
• a cup and a spoon 

• 1 vanilla pudding cup 

• 2 graham crackers 

• 2 – 3 tablespoons of pumpkin pie mix 

• a dollop of whipped cream 

• sprinkle of cinnamon  

Put the graham crackers in a sealed ziplock bag 

and crush them. Pour the crumbs into the bottom 

of a cup. Pour the pudding into the cup on top of 

the graham cracker crumbs. Add a scoop of  

pumpkin pie filling. You can also mix it with the     

pudding if you choose. Add some whip cream  

and sprinkle with cinnamon on top.   

(individual serving) 

Apple Graham Dessert 

• 6 cinnamon graham crackers 
• 1 cup cool whip 
• 1 cup applesauce 
• Chopped walnuts (optional) 

Place one graham cracker on a serving plate. 

Spread with 2 heaping tablespoons of ap-

plesauce. Repeat layers, ending with applesauce. 

Spread the cool whip over the top and sides. 

Sprinkle with nuts if desired. Refrigerate for 2 

hours before slicing. 

(Serves 2) 



November Family Fun 

Create a Thankful Tree 

Collect a branch from outside and place in a vase 

(or use the tree template on the following page). 

Cut out the leaf template. Have your whole family 

brainstorm things you are thankful for and write 

them on the leaves.  You can  attach the leaves to 

the end of the branches to create your Thankful 

tree. This can be a great fall decoration and 

reminder of things you are grateful for. 

Candy Corn Stacking game 

Give each player their own bag or equal 

amounts of candy corn. When the leader 

says “Go” each player starts to build their 

own ear of candy corn. Try to stack the 

candy corn as high as you can! The winner 

is the player that has the last, tallest ear 

of candy corn.  

Decorate placemats 

Gather some paper have your family create fall 

placemats to use at a special dinner or gather-

ing with family and friends. You can have them 

free draw, trace fall cookie cutters with     

markers, or dip them in paint and stamp on the 

placemat paper. Encourage them to be       

creative and add any special details they may 

think of. It will make each placemat           

unique and special.  Cranberry Dough 

Mix 1/2 a can of cranberry sauce and 1.5 cups of 

cornstarch together. It will mix best with your 

hands. It is not an exact science so if the dough 

seems crumbly add more cranberry sauce, if it is 

too wet and sticky add more cornstarch. The 

dough will be firmer and a little crumbly making it 

perfect for working on fine motor skills and it 

smells delicious. 





I am thankful for I am thankful for 
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Thankful for your child 

November is a time when many people focus on things they are thankful for which makes 
it is a perfect time to show your child you are thankful for them. Give them specific     

positive praise. Instead of saying “You are a good boy/girl.” say something like “I love 
how you were so kind to your brother and let him have a turn first.” Being specific in your 
praise will help them to understand exactly what they did that you appreciate as well as 

reinforce the great behaviors you are seeing. Here is a list of examples of positive things 
you could say to your child. Be sure to add specific praises to them when you can.  

 You are so helpful when you _______. 

 I believe in you. 

 I love being your _____ (mom/dad). 

 You are important 

 This family would not be the same without you. 

 I’m so happy to see you. 

 I’m listening to you. 

 You make my heart full. 

 You make me proud when you ________ 

 You are right. 

 Can you teach me how to ______? 

 I trust you. 

 _____ was a really good choice. 

 You are getting better at _____. 

 What do YOU think? 

 I saw you tried really hard at _____. 

 I like how you _______. 

 You make me smile when you ______. 



Pre-K Family Gym 
Night  

The whole family is invited to come get     

active! We will have lots of equipment to 

play with and room to run! 

When: Thursday, November 21st 

Where: Northern Hills Elementary Gym 

              910 East Avenue N. 

Time: 6-7pm 

Get up 
and 
GO! 


