
Join the Orchestra!
Hello!  My name is Linda Lebakken and I 
am the orchestra teacher for the School 
District of Onalaska.  It is the time of year 
when your child can sign up to be in the 
OMS 6th Grade Orchestra.

Mrs. Linda Lebakken
EMAIL: lebli@onalaskaschools.com
VOICEMAIL: (608) 783-5366, ext. 4134

mailto:lebli@onalaskaschools.com


6th Grade Music Class Choices at OMS:
❖ Orchestra
❖ Band
❖ Choir/General Music

*Music classes meet every-other-day of our 6-Day Cycle, opposite PE.  OMS students are 
required to sign up for at least one music class.

*While students are allowed to sign up for more than one music class they must have enough 
time to devote to practicing for each class.  Of the students who choose more than one music 
class we have many who choose one of the instrumental classes (orchestra or band) and 
choir. 

*Students are automatically placed in the Choir/General Music class if they do not sign up to 
play an instrument in 6th grade.



ORCHESTRA
The string instruments come in different sizes; be sure to 

measure your child!  Sizing charts on next slides.

Violin

   Cello *Bass

Viola

*Students who wish to play bass will start on cello and 
transition to bass in the middle of 6th grade.



Cello Sizing Guide - Finger Span
Measure exactly as the diagram shows, with splayed fingers in a comfortable position. If 
measurement is close, always choose the smaller size.

Cello Size Finger Span

1/4-Cello 3” to 4”

1/2-Cello 4” to 5”

3/4-Cello 5” to 6”

4/4-Full Cello 6”+



Violin Sizing Guide
Have the student extend their left arm completely straight, palm facing up.  Measure from 

the neck to the middle of the palm. If measurement is close, choose the smaller size.

Violin Size Arm Measurement

1/4 - Violin 18 - 19 ½ inches

1/2 - Violin 20 - 21 inches

3/4 - Violin 21 ½ - 22 ¼ inches

4/4 - or Full-size Violin 23 inches or more



Viola Size Arm Measurement

12 inch Viola 20 - 21 inches

13 inch Viola 21 ½ - 22 ¼ inches

14 inch Viola 22 ¼  - 23 inches

15 inch Viola 23 ½ - 24 ½ inches

Viola Sizing Guide
Have the student extend their left arm completely straight, palm facing up.  Measure from 

the neck to the middle of the palm. If measurement is close, choose the smaller size.



BUYER BEWARE!

For your protection, do NOT 
purchase an instrument 

on the internet or in person unless 
you have spoken with the OMS 

orchestra teacher first.  Many of 
these “deals” cost more to get them 

playable than the cost of the 
instrument.

 
Since the orchestra instruments come in different sizes, it is best to rent an 

instrument during this first year of instruction.



~Instrument Rentals~
*SSE Music
(608) 781-2850
ssemusic.com
 

      *Leithold Music
        (608) 784-7555
           leitholdmusic.com

*Old Towne Strings
(affiliated with Leithold Music)  (608) 782-1222



Summer Orchestra Music Classes
*Register online: https://www.onalaska.k12.wi.us/

Click on “Register for K-8 Summer School”
*2 weeks of daily classes August 3-14.
*Violins and Violas choose ONE class time

1:00-1:30 p.m. Violins and Violas

1:30-2:00 p.m. Violins and Violas

2:00-2:30 p.m. Cellos

https://www.onalaska.k12.wi.us/


~SURVEY TO SIGN UP FOR ORCHESTRA~
Once your child has decided they want to be in the 6th Grade Orchestra and decided 
on which instruments are their first and second choice, please click on the survey 
below.  Please complete the survey by May 15th.  If you have any questions feel free 
to email me.  I look forward to meeting you all this summer! 

SURVEY Join the Orchestra
Complete by May 15th.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdknNTguj7r4Zp1jqJGrn4j_tYQpeygQ-_3UuTf-MdAeAt5vA/viewform?usp=sf_link


QUESTIONS?
If you have any questions, feel free to contact

Mrs. Lebakken via email:  lebli@onalaskaschools.com


